Railway museum Kořenov


Welcome to the railway museum in Kořenov. This museum was built between 2007 and 2008 and was opened on 31 May 2008. In our exhibition you can see the history of the only cog railway in the Czech republic - the route from Tanvald to Kořenov. The operation started in 1902. Cog locomotives were used in regular service until 1990. The cog track helped the vehicles to get to the top of the route, as there is the altitude difference of 235m on a 7 kilometers of track. Current vehicles do not use cog rail, but it is used by historical ones during nostalgic rides.


The first room of our exhibition is dominated by a cog train of wheels on a cog rail of the Abt system, which is used for this route. Furthermore there are models of other cog systems, which are used for other cog routes abroad (see legends). On the wall there are gradient boards - signs indicating rising and falling gradient. You can also see the scheme of Kořenov station and historical photographs, for example of cog rail swicht in Dolní Polubný station. On the floor there are swicht locks and end-of-train lamps.


The greatest piece in the second room is a trolley-wire pole. It is a remembrance of the period of 1923-1945, when the track from Silesia (now in Poland) to Kořenov was electrified. Historical photographs give visitors the idea of the difficult construction of the route and the atmosphere of the first years of operation. Under the windows there are small machine components of diesel engines and cars.


The third room shows more modern history of the route, from about 1960 to present. You can see the photograps from the reconstruction of the route in 1960s and the photographs from the regular operation of diesel engines and cars. The next part of the exhibition shows the difficult conditions in winter and also photographs from the activities of VTS and ŽST associations (vehicles, nostalgic rides).

A noticable exhibit is a dispatcher's desk with historical telephones, an interlock control panel, signalling instruments and train sheets. On the walls there are historical engine class plates, engine manufacturer's plates and also a number of train boards that relate to this route.


Thank you for your visit. At the cash register you can buy souvenirs (picture post cards, turistic labels, a picture matching game, booklets) and refreshment.

